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THE SOUTHWARK 
WEEKENDER is an 
independent, monthly, 
news and events paper for 
people who live and work in 
Southwark – your free guide 
to what’s happening in your 
area.
It is produced by local business 

Southwark Newspaper Ltd, 
who also publish London’s only 
independent weekly paid-for title – 
the Southwark News.
Southwark Weekender is 

owned and run by two managing 
directors, Chris Mullany, (left), and 
Kevin Quinn. It has a distribution 
of 30,000 every month, along with 
over 8,000 digital subscribers, 
reaching some 90,000 Southwark 
residents every four weeks. 
A dedicated team work tirelessly 

to cover as much of what is 
going on as possible and strive 
to ensure that a community-led, 
independent newspaper can 
survive and excel in a market 
dominated by national and 
multinational media groups. 
We welcome your suggestions 

and general feedback!




What’s love got to do with it? 
Everything if you ask the folks at 

the Southbank Centre – they’re 
halfway into their two month 
Festival of Love, and getting 
ready to take the leap with a 
Big Wedding Weekend where 
couples gay or straight, old or 
young, are tying the knot at Royal 
Festival Hall. 

It’s good news for couples 
looking to get hitched as there’s 
still places left, says Southbank 
Centre Artistic Director Jude 
Kelly.  “We’re looking for 100 
more couples – young or 
old, straight or gay – to join 
the celebrations in what is 
an alternative, fabulous and 
affordable way to get married,” 

she said. “This summer we 
celebrate love to mark the historic 
change in legislation enabling 
everyone to marry their partner 
of choice. I’m thrilled with the 
interest we’ve had from couples 
who will publicly declare their love 
at our Big Wedding Weekend.”
There will be seven ceremonies 

as part of the Big Wedding 

Weekend on Sunday 30 and 
Sunday 31 August. 

The Festival of Love is at 
the Southbank Centre, 
Belvedere Road, SE1 8XX, 
from June 28 until August 31. 
Packages range from 
£1000-£2000. To book email 
weddings@southbankcentre.co.uk




Tie the knot at the Southbank Centre this summer


Most people remember 
where they were when they 
heard the news of the Utøya 
shootings. Anders Breivik’s 
crimes, in July 2011, 
were the worst peacetime 
massacre Norway had ever 
seen, writes Abi Millar... 
Seventy-seven were killed, 

many of them teenagers, and 
over the weeks that followed the 
resounding question was ‘why?’, 
It’s a question that ripples out 

through David Greig’s play, which 
explores a similar atrocity and 
its aftermath. While not directly 
based on Utøya, the sheer 
incomprehensibility is familiar: a 
right-wing extremist opens fire on 
a community choir, leaving the 
survivors to pick up the pieces. 
Here, the titular ‘events’ are 
revisited in fragmented form, as 
priest and choir leader Claire 
(Derbhle Crotty) struggles to find 
some answers. 
The Events premiered last year 

at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, 

and enjoyed a sell-out run in 
London before touring around 
the country. Now returning to the 
Young Vic, the drama unfolds 
against the pared-back setting 
of the small Maria stage. It’s an 
ideal backdrop for a play that 
prefers words to action: the story 
is relayed not through visuals, but 
through tightly-woven language 
which compels the audience to 
engage.
In fact, the play makes do with 

just two actors. Alongside Crotty’s 
dauntless, if deeply rattled, 
Claire, the astonishing Clifford 
Samuel flits between a dozen 
or so characters. Credited in the 
programme simply as ‘The Boy’, 
he plays not just the enigmatic 
gunman but also Claire’s female 
partner, a far-right politician, an 
unpopular schoolboy and a fox. 
As Samuel told the Weekender: 

“The Boy represents the reality 
in the play but also the different 
facets of Claire’s mind. It’s almost 
a conversation Claire’s having 
with herself.”

Claire, of course, wants to 
shed some light on the shooting. 
At Breivik’s trial, a key point of 
contention was whether he was 
criminally insane. Here the ‘bad or 
mad’ motif plays out in full force, 
with Claire herself expressing the 
idea that The Boy is simply evil. 
Other characters, or voices in her 
head, proffer different views.
The Events is not a production 

which hands you its goodies on 
a plate. It bleeds in and out of 
fantasy and reality and forces 
you to work for its rewards. 

These rewards, however, are 
substantial: Greig’s script, under 
Ramin Gray’s direction, positively 
zings with ideas. It is sharp, it is 
thoughtful, it is darkly funny and 
at many points it is profound. 
Over the course of 90 terse 
minutes, there is zero scope to 
get bored.

The Events is at the 
Young Vic, 66 The Cut, SE1 8LZ, 
from 8 July – 2 August. 
Phone: 020 7922 2922.  
www.youngvic.org
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Clifford Samuel and Derbhle Crotty in The Events
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Artists & couple Morag Myerscough & Luke Morgan with their Temple of Agape at Southbank Centre’s Festival of Love
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Wedding at Southbank Centre


